
DANES 
Ariel, Jerusalem, Tel Aviv 

19-21 February 2023 
 
 

 
Abstract: 
 
 
This poster aims to show the main objectives to be developed within the project "Material 
culture from Middle Babylonian period (McMiB): digitalization and democratization of the 
access to the cultural heritage of the Ancient Near East", funded thanks to a "María Zambrano" 
Postdoctoral Fellowship. 
     To this end, the project proposes the creation of the open access website "Material culture 
from Middle Babylonian Period (McMiB)", which will house a digital collection of archaeological 
pieces from the Middle Babylonian period (1500-1100 BC). The main innovation of this collection 
is that it will consist exclusively of pieces containing both iconographic motifs and inscriptions, 
so that for each of them images (whenever possible in 3D), drawings, text translation and 
transdisciplinary analysis will be provided. Given the traditional separation of disciplines in this 
field of knowledge, this project will bring together for the first time Near Eastern Archaeology, 
History and Art History with Assyriology and the Digital Humanities, with the aim of achieving a 
holistic understanding of Middle Babylonian culture. At the same time, the transfer of this 
knowledge will be facilitated through open access to the Web, giving back to society the right to 
access both the public heritage created by past cultures and the research generated around it 
within public institutions. 
     This project will therefore involve the creation of a relational yet individualized database of 
Babylonian kudurru, Middle Babylonian cylinder-seals, and Middle Babylonian inscribed statues 
and figurines. This database will include all the information collected during the first phase of 
the project: numerous photographs of the pieces taken in their respective museums (with the 
aim of creating a virtual 3D reconstruction of as many pieces as possible through 
photogrammetry), drawings of the pieces, compilation of the information about each piece on 
the websites of the museums and other websites such as ORACC, CDLI, etc. (including the 
transliteration and translation of the respective inscriptions), and inclusion of the publications 
in which each piece is mentioned.  At the same time, a detailed transdisciplinary analysis of the 
pieces will be provided, highlighting both the similarities and the discrepancies between the 
information provided by the iconographic motifs and that derived from the inscriptions. 
Finally, the information integrated in this database will be uploaded to an open access website 
where all this information will be available for consultation, including a specific search for 
related data, a "virtual visit" to the 3D digitized pieces and links to projects, websites and 
bibliography where information about them can be found. 
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WHY

A digital and open access collection of Middle Babylonian artefacts both inscribed and decorated with
iconography (kudurru, cylinder-seals, figurines and statues or statuettes):

WHAT HOW

POSSIBLE RESULTS

1

 PREVIOUS PROJECTS: Corpus of Seal Inscriptions of the
Kassite period (CSIK in ORACC) and Mesopotamian Seals
(in CDLI)

 PREVIOUS STUDIES: Seidl, Slanski, Herles, Paulus, Arroyo
Cuadra, etc. for kudurru; Amiet, Collon, Porada, Stiehler-
Alegría Delgado, etc. for cylinder-seals; and Brinkman,
Crawford, Carter, Tenney, Invernizzi, etc. for statues and
figurines

 MUSEUM WEBSITES: British, Louvre, Metropolitan, SMB,
Oriental Institute, MFA, WAM…

 OWN PHOTOGRAPHS (photogrammetry)

2  LEARNING SPECIALIZED COURSES

 READING OF SPECIALIZED PUBLICATIONS

 PARTICIPATING IN SPECIALIZED CONFERENCES

3
 WEBSITE AND PLAIN TEXT APPLICATIONS: GitHub, Jekyll,

Ruby, Omeka S, Wax
 IMAGE DEVELOPERS: openseadragon
 ANNOTATIONS: annotorious
 INSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS: IIIF Manifest

4  GitHub

FURTHER INFORMATION: date, discovery 
place,     dimensions,    material, 
museum,  inventory  number, 
kind of scene, text divisions 

Description of every
divine emblem
(by clicking)

Interdisciplinary analysis

Text transliteration 
and translation 

(by clicking) 

Sources

Relational search

Artefacts thought to be both inscribed and 
decorated with iconographical motifs. 

¿Why do we study them in a separate way?

Holistic understanding
of the “eclipsed” 
Kassite culture

Assyriology + 
Art History / Archaeology / 

History of Ancient
Near East 

+ 
Digital Humanities

First digital and open 
access collection

(relational database) of
artefacts from this period

Display of the achievements of
following an interdisciplinary
methodology + Necessity of

creating interdisciplinary
research teams

Implementation of the
knowlege of this

“dark” period

Collecting
information

Developing
technical skills

Uploading
information

and making it
public

Creating a 
McMiB website

* Image credits: kudurru BM 102485; 3D model by Silvia Ferreri, in www.sketchfab.com
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