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Abstract:

This poster aims to show the main objectives to be developed within the project "Material
culture from Middle Babylonian period (McMiB): digitalization and democratization of the
access to the cultural heritage of the Ancient Near East", funded thanks to a "Maria Zambrano"
Postdoctoral Fellowship.

To this end, the project proposes the creation of the open access website "Material culture
from Middle Babylonian Period (McMiB)", which will house a digital collection of archaeological
pieces from the Middle Babylonian period (1500-1100 BC). The main innovation of this collection
is that it will consist exclusively of pieces containing both iconographic motifs and inscriptions,
so that for each of them images (whenever possible in 3D), drawings, text translation and
transdisciplinary analysis will be provided. Given the traditional separation of disciplines in this
field of knowledge, this project will bring together for the first time Near Eastern Archaeology,
History and Art History with Assyriology and the Digital Humanities, with the aim of achieving a
holistic understanding of Middle Babylonian culture. At the same time, the transfer of this
knowledge will be facilitated through open access to the Web, giving back to society the right to
access both the public heritage created by past cultures and the research generated around it
within public institutions.

This project will therefore involve the creation of a relational yet individualized database of

Babylonian kudurru, Middle Babylonian cylinder-seals, and Middle Babylonian inscribed statues
and figurines. This database will include all the information collected during the first phase of
the project: numerous photographs of the pieces taken in their respective museums (with the
aim of creating a virtual 3D reconstruction of as many pieces as possible through
photogrammetry), drawings of the pieces, compilation of the information about each piece on
the websites of the museums and other websites such as ORACC, CDLI, etc. (including the
transliteration and translation of the respective inscriptions), and inclusion of the publications
in which each piece is mentioned. At the same time, a detailed transdisciplinary analysis of the
pieces will be provided, highlighting both the similarities and the discrepancies between the
information provided by the iconographic motifs and that derived from the inscriptions.
Finally, the information integrated in this database will be uploaded to an open access website
where all this information will be available for consultation, including a specific search for
related data, a "virtual visit" to the 3D digitized pieces and links to projects, websites and
bibliography where information about them can be found.
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> PREVIOUS STUDIES:

Dark limestone kudurru in the shape of irregular stone stele with flattened surfaces.
Both divine emblems and inscriptions are conserved: the front side shows two registers
of divine emblems and a serpent along its right side, and inscriptions on its lower part; the
left edge is also decorated with divine emblems; the other sides of the kudurru bore the
rest of the inscriptions.

The text of this kudurru describes a private land donation in the province of Sealand
by Eanna-Suma-iddina (Sakin mati of Sealand) to Gula-éres (karibsu), and because of these
names the kudurru is dated during the reign of Enlil-nadin-apli. Nevertheless, this
governor or Sakin mati was present also during the reigns both of the previous and
following king (PAULUS, 2014: 526), so the date of the kudurru is uncertain.
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MUSEUM WEBSITES:

This kudurru is one of the few known written sources about Enlil-nadin-apli, the
king during whose reign the kudurru is dated. There are two more documents on which
Enlil-nadin-apli is named: the stone-tablet CBM 13, which describes de donation of a 486
ha. land plot in the Bit-Sin-magir province by Gulki3ar (king of Sealand) -and confirmed by
Enlil-nadin-apli- to the goddess Nanse (PAULUS, 2014: 521 ff.); and the stone-tablet YBC
s aland purchase by Asarédu from Bélija and Apl4ja (PAULUS, 2014:
1g that in both royal (or provincial governor) land donations (BM

e beneficiary is a temple (a temple staff or directly a deity), what
( Search her Q ontent of the Chronicle of the Kassite and Isin Il Dynasties (dated
e royal patronage of the temples, very manifest already during

ri-usur |. In addition, the stone-tablet CBM 13 shows how there
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provincial governor of Bit-Sin-magir (Ekara-Igi$a) and the temple:
tried to move the limits of the land plots of the temples and to
ell (PAULUS, 2014: 522, Vs. 14-Rs. 10), and probably, for this
the curses were an aklu, a laputtu and a Sakkanakku. The palace
ered as possible transgressors in BM 102485 (Sakin témi, hazannu,
d together with the fact of granting lands to a vassal in the Sealand
lam, just after the raid of NabG-kudurri-usur | over this territory,
very probable that Enlil-nadin-apli needed to grant lands to the
o0 get loyal vassals who controlled the provincial governors in
r the conflicts with Elam, and this kudurru could be a proof of it.

1103-1100 36 x 23 x 13 cm B

Enlil-nadin-apli Dark limestone
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onography, the most striking feature is the placement of the
emblems (Nergal, Gula, Itaran, Gula and Adad) upon a pedestal
separated from it through a line: this is the earliest example on
ems of “secondary” deities are placed upon pedestals, maybe
s or the ignorance of the engraver.
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e * Image credits: Audurru BM 102485; 3D model by Silvia Ferreri, in www.sketchfab.com

ears mace head was used
as a divine emblem of
Nergal, god of the
Underworld. It is possible
that it was represented by
an hybrid being to
highlight his demoniac
character.
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WEBSITE AND PLAIN TEXT APPLICATIONS:

In Babylonian kudurru,
Nergal can be placed on a
pedestal or directly on the
floor, and it figures very
often next to Zababa.
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